
CBC MenÕs Bible Study Aquila  
DAILY BIBLE STUDY – QUESTIONS FOR GROUP DISCUSSION 

  
FIRST DAY:   Read: Acts 18:1-3; Acts 8:1,4; Acts 16:19-31 
1. What does this passage tell us about Aquila (and his wife Priscilla)?   What setback had they been dealt 
by the Roman government?  Did this prevent them from serving God?   
 
 
2. Take some time in prayer to thank God for His faithfulness during times when you have gone through Ð 
or are currently experiencing, or will experience Ð a similar difficulty. 

 
 

SECOND DAY:  Read: Acts 18:1-4; 1 Cor 7:17-24 
3. What did Aquila &  Priscilla have in common with Paul? 
 
4. In what way can God use such common interests, occupations, or other areas of life to create open 
doors for ministry and service?   
 
5. Ask God for opportunities to serve Him Òwhere you areÓ by sharing the gospel or ministering to 
peopleÕs needs in some other way for His nameÕs sake. 

 
 

THIRD DAY:  Read: Acts 18:1-11; 18-21 
6. How long did Paul continue to teach in Corinth?  Who are some of the members of his ministry team 
mentioned in this passage?  How important do you think they were to the work? 
 
 
7. How does Paul demonstrate confidence in Aquila &  Priscilla?  What would this say about them as 
believers and workers? 

 

FOURTH DAY:  Read: Acts 18:19-21, 24-26; 
8. Who was Apollos?  

9. What vital role did Aquila &  Priscilla play to help establish his Christian faith and ministry?   

 

 

Memory Verse: 
1 Corinthians 15:58(b) Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you 

know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain. 
 



FIFTH DAY:  Read: 1 Pet 3:15; Col 4:5-6; Acts 17:1-4, 22-34; 
10. How must Aquila &  Priscilla have prepared themselves to be ready to minister to someone like 
Apollos?   

11. How can you likewise prepare yourself? 

SIXTH DAY: Read: Romans 16:3-4 

12. What two facts about Priscilla &  Aquila does Paul mention? 

13. What sort of thing might the couple have done to risk their lives for Paul (literally Paul says, Òrisk 
their necks for my lifeÓ)?   How important would it be for someone like Paul to have such supporters?  
What things can we do to provide support for those on the Òfront linesÓ of ministry? 

SEVENTH DAY: Read: Romans 16:5; 1 Cor 16:9; 

14. What ministry do we see Aquila &  Priscilla leading in these verses (esp. 1 Cor 16:9)?   

15. What sort of ministry can take place in this setting which would be more difficult in a more 
ÒtraditionalÓ (for us today) church setting? 

 

EIGHT DAY: Read: Acts 2:46-47; Heb 10:24-25  

16. In what way have you been built up by involvement in home-based or small-group ministry?   

17. How have you been used to build up others? 

NINTH DAY: Read: Acts 18:18,26; Rom 16:3; 2 Tim 4:19; 1 Pet 3:7; Eph 5:21 

18. Priscilla and Aquila are always named as a couple Ð What do you notice about these four (out of six) 
references?  What might this imply about their ministry? 

19. How might their relationship as husband and wife enable them to serve the Lord more effectively? 

 

TENTH DAY: Read: Luke 8:1-3; Acts 2:18, 17:4, 17:12, Rom 16:12, Phil 4:3 

20. Paul commended several women in particular (in addition to Priscilla) for their key roles in ministry.  
Paul also taught extensively on roles of men &  women (especially in the family Ð cf. 1 Cor 11:3-5; Eph 
5:22-28; 1 Tim 2:12).  Does this represent a contradiction?  Why or why not? 

 

 

21. If we could make Christianity appeal to more people by adapting GodÕs pattern for men and women to 
agree more closely with the views of todayÕs secular culture, should we do it?  Why or why not?   



ELEVENTH DAY: Read: 1 Pet 4:8-11; 1 Cor 12:12-31 

22. Aquila &  Priscilla were key workers for sake of the gospel and the Church.  What do these verses 
teach us about the particular gifts or abilities one must have to serve God? 

 

TWELFTH DAY: Read Romans 12:1-16 

23. What specific steps can you take to become engaged and committed to serving God with your talents?   

 

24. Ask God to direct your investment of whatever gifts He has given you in the lives of people and the 
well-being of ChristÕs Church. 

Ideas for Family Discussion: 

DAY 1 - Read: Acts 18:1-3; Acts 8:1,4; Acts 16:19-31 
What had happened to Aquila &  Priscilla before they joined up with the Apostle Paul?  How does this show GodÕs 
faithfulness? 
 
DAY 2 Ð Read: Acts 18:1-4; 1 Cor 7:17-24 
What are some ways can God use us wherever we are (at school, work, playing ball, etc.)? 
 
DAY 3 Ð Read: Acts 18:1-11; 18-21 
How do we know that God wants to use us all as members of His team, not just a few ÒstarsÓ? 
 
DAY 4 Ð Read: Acts 18:19-21, 24-26;  
How was Apollos, who later became an important leader of the Church in Corinth, helped out early in his Christian 
life? 
 
DAY 5 Ð Read: 1 Pet 3:15; Col 4:5-6; Acts 17:1-4, 22-34; 
What can we do to be more prepared to help people follow Christ? 
 
DAY 6 Ð Read: Romans 16:3-4 
Many serving on the mission field, and believers under persecution in many places in our world, risk their lives 
regularly for the sake of the gospel.  Take time today to specifically pray for someone in this situation. 
 
DAY 7 Ð Read: Romans 16:5; 1 Cor 16:9;  
How can we make and keep our home as a place of ministry and service to God? 
 
DAY 8 Ð Read: Acts 2:46-47; Heb 10:24-25 
How important is it that we always make gathering together with other believers, through commitment to our local 
church, a top priority. 
 
DAY 9 Ð Read: Acts 18:18,26; Rom 16:3; 2 Tim 4:19; 1 Pet 3:7; Eph 5:21 
How can our family life model and reflect Christ as a vital part of our ministry? 
 
DAY 10 Ð Read: Luke 8:1-3; Acts 2:18, 17:4, 17:12, Rom 16:12, Phil 4:3 
How do we see in these verses that women and men alike are called to serve God?  
 
 
 



DAY 11 Ð Read: Romans 12:1-16; 1 Pet 4:8-11;  
Do these passages teach us that God expects to use only certain particularly gifted people, or that He has a place for 
people with many different talents and abilities? 
 
DAY 12 Ð Read 1 Cor 12:12-31 
Take time to pray for one another, that the Lord will help each of us develop our gifts, and especially begin to use 
them right away in whatever way we can serve Christ and His Church. 
 
Commentary help… 
(New Bible Dictionary) 

AQUILA AND PRISCA, PRISCILLA. A Jewish leatherworker (rsv Ôtent-makerÕ, Acts 18:3) and 
his wife, staunch friends of Paul. Aquila came from Pontus, but the couple were in Rome when 
ClaudiusÕ edict of c. ad 49 expelled all Jews from the city. Obscure words of Suetonius (Claudius 
25. 4) suggest that the purge followed disturbances in the Roman Jewish community over 
Christianity, and there is every likelihood that Aquila and Prisca were already Christians on 
meeting Paul in Corinth. He stayed with them and shared in their craft (Acts 18:1-3; an inferior 
reading in v. 7 adds that Paul left them after the split in the synagogue). It was doubtless in this 
period that they endangered their lives for his sake (Rom. 16:3); perhaps, too, they turned the 
apostleÕs mind to the needs and opportunities of Rome. 
When Paul left, they accompanied him as far as Ephesus, where they received and assisted to a 
fuller faith the very influential *Apollos (Acts 18:18-28). They were still at Ephesus, and a church 
was meeting in their house, when 1 Cor. was written, and they had not forgotten their Corinthian 
friends (1 Cor. 16:19Ñ a gloss claims that Paul was again their guest). Not long afterwards, 
perhaps taking advantage of relaxations towards Jews after ClaudiusÕ death, they seem to be back 
in Rome (Rom. 16:3). Since 2 Tim. 4:19 evidently indicates a renewal of the Ephesian residence, 
the references to the couple have been a primary argument for regarding Rom. 16 as a separate 
letter to Ephesus (cf. especially K. Lake, EEP, pp. 327ff.); but the force of it is much reduced by 
the obvious propensity of Aquila and Prisca for travel. 
AquilaÕs name is attested in Pontus (cf. MM)Ñ his namesake, the translator, also came from there. 
The best mss indicate that Paul uses the proper form, Prisca, for the lady, Luke, characteristically, 
the diminutive, Priscilla. 
Rom. 16:3 shows how widely this peripatetic and ever-hospitable Jewish couple were known and 
loved in the Gentile churches, and the temptation to fill in the blanks in our knowledge about them 
has proved irresistable. The curious fact that Prisca is usually named first has been interpreted as 
indicating that she was a Roman lady of higher rank than her husband (cf. Ramsay, CBP, 1, p. 
637, for a contemporary analogy), or that she was more prominent in the church. The true reason 
is undiscoverable. Attempts have been made to trace their final return to Rome (cf. Sanday and 
Headlam, Romans, pp. 418ff., for archaeological data), or even Pontus, or to show that Aquila was 
a member or freedman of the gens Pontia or the gens Acilia. While some are attractive, none is 
conclusive; and still less is HarnackÕs attribution to the couple, with the lady in the lead, of the 
Epistle to the Hebrews. 
Bibliography. A. Harnack, ZNW 1, 1900, pp. 16ff.; Ramsay, SPT, pp. 241, 253ff.  a.f.w. 
Wood, D. R. W., &  Marshall, I. H. (1996). New Bible dictionary (3rd ed.) (61). Leicester, 
England;  Downers Grove, Ill.: InterVarsity Press. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


